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General principles 
for media equipment choice 

1) Skills and equipment for high quality recording
We ask documenters to learn about and develop skills in all aspects of recording, in particular with regard to microphones, videography and the theory and practice of digital recording. Quality equipment, good techniques, and awareness of appropriate formats are all important ingredients in making high quality records of original performances. Below you will find some guidelines for choosing equipment.


2) Video cameras
There are three main criteria for choosing a video camera:
Format: there should be a high-resolution output format of either AVI or AVCHD, which should be capable of being edited using professional software such as Adobe Premiere or Final Cut, rather than consumer-grade options.
Sound input: it must have a socket for an external microphone(s). It should be possible to control the recording level of the external microphone(s).
Sound output: there must be a headphone socket for monitoring.


3) Digital audio recorders
There are four main criteria for choosing an audio recorder:
Format: the recorder must be capable of recording 16 bit, 44.1khz stereo (or better), in uncompressed WAV format.
Microphone input: it must be possible to plug in an external condenser microphone, and to control its recording level.
Sound output: it must be possible to plug in headphones to monitor the recording.
Compatibility: the recorder should have an input socket (XLR, jack or mini-jack) and sensitivity/level settings to match your microphone choice.








4) Microphones
You should use professional condenser microphones. These minimize noise and distortion and are accurate and sensitive, preserving the full range of frequencies. There is no single microphone that will be suitable for all recording situations, so you should have a small range available to suit the variety of situations you expect to encounter.

Stereo recording is particularly encouraged as the spatial information is good for human listening, for differentiating speakers and for dealing with noise.

Microphone types that are regularly used in language documentation:
Stereo: highly recommended, good for conversation, cultural events and performances, adds valuable spatial information
Omni-directional: "Lavalier" clipped to clothing
Cardioid: basic directional microphone
Super-cardioid: for reducing background noise, and for video


5) Headphones
We recommend closed back headphones for monitoring whilst recording, and for
transcribing.


6) Further resources
For further web resources about equipment see:
http://www.elar-archive.org/index.php
http://www.mpi.nl/DOBES/help 
http://emeld.org/school/lingstart.html#1002
http://www.rnld.org/node/149
http://nflrc.hawaii.edu/ldc/
http://transom.org/?cat=6
http://www.vermontfolklifecenter.org/archive/archive-fieldguides.html 
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